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Parks Orthoptic Student Loan Program

FAQs

 What is the Parks Orthoptic Student Loan Program?  This is a low-interest 
student loan being offered by the Costenbader Society, a membership 
organization of physicians who have completed a fellowship in pediatric
ophthalmology under Frank D. Costenbader, M.D., or Marshall M. Parks, M.D. at 
the Children’s Memorial Medical Center in Washington, D.C.  (For more 
information about the Costenbader Society, go to http://costenbadersociety.org.) 

 Who is eligible to apply?  First-year orthoptic students who have already been 
accepted into an AOC-accredited Orthoptic School.  Candidates will be judged 
first on need, and second on merit.

 How much is the loan?  Two loans of $10,000 each are awarded per academic 
year. This is a 10-year loan, with payments deferred until completion of training.

 How do I apply?  Interested candidates must complete the Loan Application 
(available from the Loan Advisory Committee or on line at www.orthoptics.org)  
and submit the completed forms with any enclosures to the Loan Advisory 
Committee, care of Diana Shamis, C.O., C.O.M.T, Chairperson.  (See below for 
contact information.)

 When can I apply?  The application deadline is August 15 of the year in which 
you will begin training.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to see to it that all 
materials are received by the deadline.  Incomplete applications will not be 
considered.

 When will I know if I’ve been selected?  Recipients will be contacted by the 
Costenbader Society.  The Society will then require the loan recipients to 
complete an official loan contract outlining the details of repayment before taking 
receipt of the monies.  The loan contract must be completed and returned within 
10 days of notification.  If not received within 10 days, the loan will be awarded 
to the next candidate on the list.  Those not awarded the loan will be notified by 
the Advisory Committee no later than October 31 of the year in which the 
application was made.

 How and when will the loan be repaid?  The interest rate on the loan will be fixed 
at the lowest allowable by law at the time the loan is awarded.  Loan payments 
begin in the January following graduation or cessation of training.  Payments will 
be made monthly over an 8-year period to the Marshall M. Parks Educational 
Fund, and received by Paul Mitchell, M.D., Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Costenbader Society.
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 Who should I call if I have more questions?  Your Program Director will have 
some information about the loan program.  You may also contact the Chair of the 
AACO Education Committee or the Student Advisory Committee.  For questions 
regarding the application, contact Diana Shamis, C.O., C.O.M.T.  For questions 
regarding your loan contract once you have been approved, contact Paul Mitchell, 
M.D.  Contact information is listed below.

Diana J. Shamis, C.O., C.O.M. T. Paul Mitchell, M.D.
Chair, Loan Advisory Committee Secretary-Treasurer, Costenbader Society
8224 S.W. 103 Ave.   366 Colt Highway, Route 6
Gainesville, FL  32608 Farmington, CT  06032
352-495-9280 860-409-0449
352-331-1767 fax 860-409-0551 fax
dshamis@ufl.edu paulmitchellmd@sbcglobal.net

Claire Hennessey, C.O. Lisa Keating, C.O.
Co-chiar, Student Advisory Co-Chair, Student Advisory
Children’s Eye Center of South Texas 44410 James Ct.
85 NE Loop 410, Suite 112 Canton, MI 48188
San Antonio, TX  78216 734-417-3646
210-340-6633 Lkeatingco@yahoo.com
210-340-6634
210-340-6390 fax
Claire@kidseyes.net

Kyle Arnoldi, C.O.
Chair, Education Committee
University Ophthalmology Services
3580 Sheridan Drive
Amherst, NY  14226
716-834-1445
716-834-0081 fax
kylea@buffalo.edu


